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Appendix C: Past Planning Efforts  

�����%LFHQWHQQLDO )DUP PURMHFW
�����5HOHYDQW PDJHV IURP WKH IRZD &LW\ 6RXWKZHVW PODQQLQJ DLVWULFW PODQ
�����-&&2*� PRRU IDUP PODQQLQJ 6WXG\ )LQDO 5HSRUW
�����AGRSWHG PRRU )DUP PODQ 8SGDWH � -&0P2
����� THFKQLFDO AVVLVWDQFH 1HWZRUN 5HSRUW 
����� )RRG PROLF\ &RPPLWWHH PXEOLF )RUXP 1RWHV





























































WEBER SUBAREA 

Farm along Rohret Road

The Weber Subarea is located south of 
Melrose Avenue and Highway 218, north of 
Rohret Road, extending to the City’s growth 
limits half a mile west of Slothower Road. 
Before the 1980s this area was relatively 
undeveloped, with a few houses fronting onto 
Rohret Road. Through the 1980's and 90's 
housing developed westward on the north 
side of Rohret Road and south of the County 
Poor Farm property. Roughly two-thirds of 
the land area is undeveloped. Some patches 
of woodland and native prairie exist, but most 
of it is under cultivation. The area contains 
three public/institutional uses: Irving B. Weber Elementary School, the Korean 
Methodist Church, and Chatham Oaks, a residential care facility located on the 
County Poor Farm property. There are no commercial uses in the subarea.  

Transportation 

In the next 20 to twenty-five years, the City plans to extend Highway 965 southward 
along the current western growth limit to connect with Rohret Road via the eastern 
edge of the Iowa City Landfill. It will eventually reach Highway 1 and serve as a far 
west side arterial. As development approaches this area, the City needs to secure 
adequate road right-of-way and sufficient buffer width against the Iowa City Landfill. 
As an entryway corridor into Iowa City, Highway 965 should incorporate boulevard 
design standards with a well-landscaped median and generous landscaping along 
both sides, wide sidewalks and bicycle lanes. This could serve as additional buffer 
against the landfill. 

In the more immediate future a north-south collector street will be required between 
Melrose Avenue and Rohret Road, part of it configured using the Slothower Road 
right-of-way. Care must be taken to keep the eventual route somewhat circuitous 
between Melrose and Rohret to diminish its desirability as a cut-through route for 
non-local traffic. In addition, access routes to the southern portion of the County Poor 
Farm should be incorporated into the local street layouts in future phases of both 
Wild Prairie Estates and Country Club Estates.  

Willow Creek Trail will eventually cross Highway 218 via tunnel and connect Hunters 
Run Park to the wider community trail system.  A trail link across the County Poor 
Farm property to Melrose Avenue will connect this regional trail to the arterial street 
system in the far western part of the Southwest District.  If a regional stormwater lake 
is constructed in the Rohret South Subarea, it will be important to construct a trail 
connection between Hunters Run Park and the public open space surrounding this 
new lake.  

Southwest District Plan 
10/8/02 38



As westward development creates the need, both Rohret Road and Melrose Avenue 
will be improved to City standards beyond the point of the current corporate limits.  

Public Services and Facilities 

Before the area between Slothower and the landfill can be developed, a sanitary 
sewer lift station will have to be constructed. Northern portions of Country Club 
Estates can build out without further sewer improvements, but the southern two-thirds 
adjacent to Rohret Road drains to the southwest.  This portion cannot be developed 
until a temporary lift station is built that connects to the landfill’s lift station or a 
proposed permanent lift station is built south of Rohret Road on the western edge of 
the Rohret South Subarea.  

Land Use 

Several areas of particular interest stand out in the Weber subarea with regard to 
land use: the build-out of Country Club Estates and Wild Prairie Estates; the 
development of the area west of Slothower Road; and future use of the County Poor 
Farm property. 

Johnson County Poor Farm 

Future use of the County Poor Farm 
property generated considerable discussion 
and a wide variety of suggestions during 
Citizen Planning workshops. The following 
considerations should be used as a guide to 
future development of this property:  
• The following important elements should

be preserved and protected from the
encroachment of development: the
historic poor farm buildings and
cemetery; Chatham Oaks residential
care facility; and any environmentally sensitive areas.

• Approximately 90 acres of the property are wooded, brushy, or contain prairie
remnants.  These areas would be suitable for use as a regional park that could be
connected via the Willow Creek trail to other parks and destinations in the
Southwest District.

• The southwest portion of the property contains approximately fifty acres of
relatively flat ground that is currently row-cropped.  This area would be suitable for
residential development. Any new subdivisions in this location should be
connected to the street network developed in the Southwest Estates and Wild
Prairie Estates subdivisions located directly south of the County Farm property.

• If any development occurs on the county property adjacent to Highway 218, a
buffer should be maintained.

• Future use of the county property located north of Melrose Avenue should be
considered carefully with regard to potential impacts on the poor farm property.
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