
Hills Access & Campground
Overview: Hills Access & Campground is a 
popular 40-acre park along the Iowa River, one-
half mile east of the town of Hills.  Substantial 
river shoreline provides good fishing access to 
the Iowa River. Hills Access & Campground is 
also along the Iowa River Water Trail and is a 
popular ending or launch point for paddlers 
enjoying the river. The Johnson County 
segment of the Iowa River Water Trail starts 
at Sturgis Ferry Park in Iowa City and ends at 
the Tri-County Bridge at the southern corner of 
the county. Sturgis Ferry Park to Hills Access & 
Campground is a 9.25-mile paddle. Hills Access 
& Campground to River Junction Access & 
Campground is a 9.8-mile paddle.

History: It was acquired by the county in 1973. 

Features: Facilities include a boat ramp, picnic 
tables, a latrine, a playground, and both non-
electric and electric camping sites. Boating, 
fishing, camping and picnicking are popular 
activities here.

The fees for camping at Hills Campground are 
$15.00 per night for electric sites (14 sites) or 
$10 per non-electric site (7 sites). Seven of the 
sites can accommodate pull-through campers.

The area of Hills Access on the east side of the 
Iowa River is open to hunting with the use of 
archery equipment or falconry only.
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