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For Immediate Release 
 

 
Sentencing Date Set for March 19, 2026, at 1:30PM for Owner of Hawkeye Waste Systems, Inc. for 

Failure to Maintain Workers’ Comp Insurance 
  
 

January 22, 2026 (JOHNSON COUNTY, IA) – Sentencing is now set for March 19, 2026, at 1:30pm in Johnson 
County District Court for James Watts, 83, of Bettendorf, Iowa. Watts pled guilty on January 16, 2026, to 
the charge of Failure to Maintain Workers’ Comp Insurance, a Class D Felony, on behalf of himself and 
Hawkeye Waste Systems.  
 
In April 2025, Johnson County Attorney Rachel Zimmermann Smith filed charges against Hawkeye Waste 
Systems and four of its employees and corporate officers for Failure to Maintain Worker’s Compensation 
Insurance after an employee died after a workplace accident at their Iowa City location. Matthew Reuwsaat 
died on November 9, 2024, from injuries sustained in a workplace incident. An investigation by the Iowa 
Division of Worker’s Compensation revealed that Hawkeye Waste Systems did not have worker’s 
compensation insurance as required by Iowa Code. 
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IN THE IOWA DISTRICT COURT IN AND FOR JOHNSON COUNTY
 

52SS

 
    STATE OF IOWA,
 
                vs.
 
    JAMES LYLE WATTS
             

 
    06521  FECR146317 
 
 

CHANGE OF PLEA/SET SENTENCING 

 
The defendant appears by written plea, with the approval of counsel, and asks permission to withdraw the
previously entered plea of not guilty for the purpose of entering a plea of guilty to the  crime of No Workers
Compensation Insurance in violation of Iowa Code Section 87.14A.
 
The Court, from an examination of defendant's plea, finds that the guilty plea is made by the defendant
voluntarily with the full knowledge of the defendant's constitutional rights and of the potential penal
consequences.  The Court further finds from an examination of the Trial Information, the Minutes of Testimony,
and the written plea, that there is a factual basis for the charge filed and for the defendant's guilty plea. 
Accordingly, the guilty plea is accepted.  The Court finds that a time be set and fixed for judgment and sentence.
 
Sentencing hearing is set for the following reason(s) There is no agreement as to sentencing.
 
 
A pre-sentence investigation shall be conducted by the 6th District Iowa Department of Corrections with
a written report to be filed three days prior to the sentencing date.
 
The County Attorney is directed to provide the Court with defendant's driving record, if relevant, and criminal
history at the time of sentencing.
 
Sentencing Hearing is scheduled on 03/19/2026 at 01:30 PM  at the Johnson County Courthouse, Iowa
City, Iowa.
 
 
Defendant is advised of the right to challenge his/her guilty plea by filing a motion in arrest of judgment at least
five days prior to sentencing and within 45 days after acceptance of the guilty plea.
 
ANY OPEN WARRANTS IN THIS CASE ARE RECALLED.
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State of Iowa Courts
Case Number Case Title
FECR146317 STATE OF IOWA VS WATTS, JAMES LYLE
Type: Order for PSI

So Ordered

Electronically signed on 2026-01-21 13:47:33
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